YQCA Recertifications and Buyer Letters.
YQCA Certification:

e This year, only new Frederick County Fair livestock members and youth
exhibiting livestock and dairy cattle at the Virginia State Fair are required to
complete YQCA training for certification. The State Fair Youth Livestock and
Youth Dairy Cattle Shows mandate annual YQCA certification for all participants.

e | spoke with Katherine Carter, the Virginia State Youth Animal Science Specialist,
who emphasized the following:

o The Frederick County Fair cannot advertise that "all members" or "all
livestock exhibitors" are YQCA certified. Virginia has an agreement with
the National YQCA Program, and false advertising could jeopardize the
state’s Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the national
organization.

o Only youth who attend the training this year will be certified. The
certification is an annual program from October 1 to September 30.
Currently, the Frederick County Livestock Committee has decided to
require YQCA Certification for new livestock exhibitors only for 2025.

o The YQCA curriculum is updated every year to ensure trainers have the
most current and beneficial information.

2 Buyer Letters:

e Youth are no longer required to submit their two buyer letters to the Frederick
County Extension Office.

e While we still encourage members to send letters to friends and businesses,
there is no need to provide copies to our office.

If you have any questions or need further clarification, please don’t hesitate to reach
out. Thank you for everything you're doing!



